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^  «  O v l  O  M  «  M  ^  a i ?  » i ,  

den Syvende/ 
af GudZ Made, 

K o n g  c m  D a n m a r k  o g  R o r g t /  
de Vmders og Gothers,  Hertug 
lldi Slesvig, 5>olsten, Stormam, Dyt
marsken og Oldenborg/ giore alle vitterligt: 
At, i Hensigt til de Omstomdi.^heder, som felge med Slavehandelen paa Ky
sten af Guinea og med de dcr kiebte Negres Overfersel til Vore Vestindi^e 
Aer, ogsaa i Betragtning af, at det i alle Henseender maatte vcrre velgieren-
de og gavnligt, om Tilfersel af nye Negre^fra Guinea kunde undvcercs o<; 

^Vore Vesiindi1?e AerS Dyrkning i Tiden bestrides med Arbeidere, som, paa 
Oernc fedte og opdragne, vare fra Ungdommen af vante til Arbeidet, Him
melegnen og dem, under hvilke de Mjlle arbeide, have Vi ladet undersege, 
hvorledes og naar dette maatte blive mueligt. Ved denne Undcrsegel'e er det 
blevet sat uden for Tvivl, at det kan blive mueligt og er fordeelagtigt for Vore 
Vestindiske Aer at undvcrre Iudkieb af nye-Negre, naar Plantagerne engang 
ere blevne forsynede med tilstrækkeligt Antal i det for Formerelsen fornedne For
hold; naar Understøttelser for de Plantage-Eiere, som dertil trange, kunne 
gieres muelige, og der serges for at fremme Negrenes WgteMber, Oplserelse 
og Sadelighed. 

For altjaa at scrtte Vore Vestindiske Besiddelser udaf den Afhangenhed, 
hvori de vare og ere i Henseende til Negres Tilfersel, og for omsider at giore 

Ne-



Negres Tilforsel unedvendig, er det at Vi nu til hver Mands Efterretning 
kundgiore Vor allernaadigste Villie om en Deel herhen horende, scm nube--
hover strax at bekiendtgiores, og herved saaledes byde og befale: 

i. 
Med Begyndelsen af Aaret i Fvz ville Vi, at al Negerhandel for Vore 

Undersaatter ffal ophore paa de Afrikanffe Kyster, og ellers hvor den kllnde 
finde Sted uden for Vore Besiddelser i Vestindien, saaledes, at efter dette 
Tidsrums Udlob ingen Neger eller Negerinde enten paa Kysten eller paa andre 
fremmede Steder maae ved eller for Vore Undersåtter indkiebcs, iVoreUn-
dersaatters Skibe feres, eller til Vore Vestindiffe Her til Salg indferes, og 
at al mod dette Forbud stridende Handel ffal efter denneTid ansees som ulovlig. 

Imidlertid, fra uu af nemlig og indtil Udgangen af Aaret 1802, maae 
del vcrre tilladt for alle Nationer uden Fordel og under alle Flage at indfere 
Negre og Negerinder fra Kysten til Vore Vestindiffe Her. 

For de Hnde og friffe Negre og Negerinder, som i denne Tid saaledes 
indferes til Vore Vestindiffe Her, bevilge Vi, at felgende Partier raae Suk-
kre maae i egne eller fremmede Skibe inden eet Aar fraIndferselen udferes fra 
Åerne til fremmede Steder i etter udenfor Europa, nemlig for hver voxen 
Neger eller Negerinde 2OOI Pd. brutto, og for hver halvvoxen det halve, 
nemlig IO0O Pd., uden ForMel i Henseende til Kiennene; men for Bern 
intet. 

4-
Den i Forordningerne af 9 April 1764 og 12 May 1777, hvilke i Hen

seende til Negerhandelen herved for Resten haves, bestemte Afgivt ved Sla
vers Indfersel, ville Vi allernaadigst ganffe eftergive for de Negerinder, 
som herefter indfores; hvorimod af de Sukkre, som for indforte Negre etter 
Negerinder udfores til fremmede Steder, erlagges i udgaaende Told ? Pro
cent meer, end der nu er paabudet. 

5-
Videre ville Vi, i Hensigt til det rette Forhold mellem Kiennene, fra Be

gyndelsen af Aaret 1795 og for den felgende Tid eftergive Kopsk-'atten af de 
Negerkvinder eller Piger, som arbeide paa Plantagerne, og ikke ere Hnus-
Neaerinder, hvorimod fra samme Tid at regne denne Afgivt erlceggcs dobbelt 
af alle Plantage-Mands-Negre. 

6. Ud-



6. 
Ildfcrsel afNegre og Negerinder fra Vore Vesiindi^e Her forbydes fra 

nu af paa det strengeste, og undtages fra delte forbud allene de, soin Love»>^ 
byde ar udgaae, samt de, hvilke Vor G neral-Gouvern.ur og Negiering paa 
de Vcsiindijle .Aer i meget enkelte Tilfalde efter Omstændighederne maatto'troe 
sig befeiet til at lade udgaae. 

Hvorefter alle og enhver knnne vide sig at rette og forholde. Givet paa 
Vort Slet Christiansborg udi Vor Kongelige Residents - Ltad Kiebenhavu 
den 16 Martii 1792. 

Under Vor Kongelige Haand og Segl. 

MMMO' 
Gc2/ '/i ^ 

8cl^eel. I^uAcrup. I'ranc. 



DENMARX'.. fl 

DENMARK. 

EDICT of the Ki1tg of D,-mark, concerning the Slave Trade. 
l6th March� 1792. (Tran,lation.) 

We, Christian the Vil. King of Denmark and Norway, 
make known that, con�dering the circumatanoes which attend 

Digitized byGoogle 



72 DENMARK

the Slave Trade on the coast of Guinea, and the transporting

of the Slavesbought there, to ourWest India Islands ; and also

considering, that it must in every respect be beneficial and

advantageous, if the importation of new Slaves from Guinea

could be laid aside and our West India Islands be cultivated

in future with labourers born and brought up in the islands,

accustomed from their infancy to the labour, the climate, and

to those whom they serve ; we directed enquiries to be made

as to the manner and when this may possibly be effected .

From these enquiries it is proved, beyond a doubt, that all

further importation of Negroes will be unnecessary, when

once the plantations are supplied with a sufficient and propor

tionable number of Slaves of both sexes, when assistance is

given to such planters as mạy stand in need thereof, and when

care is taken to encourage among the Negroes, marriage,

information , good morals, and sobriety.

We, therefore , to free our West India Islands from the

dependance in which they have been , and still are, in regard

to the importation of Slaves, hereby make known for the infor

mation of all men , such part of what relates thereto , as is

necessary to be made public immediately, and we, therefore,

ordain and command as follows :

1. From the beginning of the year 1803, it is our command ,

that the Slave Trade shall be discontinued, and that, after the

expiration of this term , no men or women Slaves shall be

bought, either on the coast of Africa or in other foreign places,

by or on account of our subjects , or transported in any of our

subjects' ships, or be brought into our West India Settlements

for sale, and that all trade carried on after that time, contrary

to this Edict, shall be deemed illegal.

II. From the present, and to the end of the year 1802, all

nations without any distinction , and under any flag, are per

mitted to import men and women Slaves from the Coast into

our West India Islands.

III. For healthy and sound Slaves, either men or women ,

who, in the course of the above period, shall be imported into

our West India Islands, we allow the following quantities of

raw sugar to be exported from the islands within one year of

such importation , either in our own or foreign ships , to foreign



D�NMARK. 
' 

places, either in or out of Europe ; viz., for every íu1l grown 
man or woman Slave, 2,000lb. gross weight, and for every halí 
grown, 1,000 lb., without anf distinction of sexes ; but for chil
dren nothing. 

IV. The duty imposed on imported $laves by the Edicts
of 9th April, 1764, and 12th May, 1777, which, inasmuch as 
they respect the Slave Trade, we hereby annul, we graciously 
take off from all women Slaves hereafter imported. ln lieu of 
wbich, all sugars exported to foreign places for men or women 
Biaves imported, shall pay an export duty of t per cent. more 
than what is at present paid. 

V. Further, it is our will that, in arder to establish a 
proportion between both sexes, from the beginning of the year 
1795, the poll or head-tax on women $laves, or girls, who work 
on the plantations, ü they are not house Slaves, shall be no 
longer paid, hut the said tax is from that time to be doubled, on 
-11 male Negroes in the plantations. 

VI. We do henceforth forbid, in the strictest tnannel', thé 
exportation of ali men and women Slaves from our West Indiá 
Islands, except only those who are commanded by the laws, or 
those to whom the Governar-General and Administration of 
our W est ln dia Islands, in very particular cases and 
circutnatances, think themselves justified to grant permission. 

Given at our Palace of Christiansburg, Copenhagen, March 
16th, 1792. CHRISTIAN. 
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