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NETHERLANDS.

LAW of the Netherlands, for the Abolition of Slavery in the

Colony of Surinam. Wiesbaden, August 8, 1862.

(Translation.)

We, William III, by the grace of God King of the

Netherlands, Prince of Orange-Nassau, Grand Duke of

Luxemburg, &c, to all who shall see these presents or hear

them read, greeting ; notice is hereby given that :

Whereas we have taken into consideration that the well-

understood interest of the Colony of Surinam requires the

abolition of slavery ;

And we wish also to provide the means for maintaining and

extending agriculture and industry ia that Colony ;

So we, with the advice of the Council of State and joint

concurrence of the States-General, have thought fit to enact,

as we hereby do enact :

CHAPTER I.—General Provisions.

Art. 1. Slavery shall be abolished in the Colony of Surinam

on the 1st of July, 1863.

2. Compensation shall be allowed to the owners of slaves on

account of the abolition of slavery.

3. Those who are made free in virtue of Article 1 shall

remain under the special care of the State for the term of

10 years at most from the 1st of July, 1863.

4. The free colonization of Surinam shall be encouraged by

the State.

Premiums will be offered by the State for the introduction

of free labourers into Surinam during five years at most after

the promulgation of this Law.

The total amount of those premiums shall not be more than

1,000,000 florins.

The conditions necessary to be observed for claiming pay

ment of those premiums will be fixed by us, and the supervision

of the Government in conducting the immigration will be

arranged by us.

CHAPTER II.—The Compensation.

5. Within 30 days after the promulgation of this Law in the

Colony of Surinam, all owners of slaves or their agents shall

deliver to the Government Secretary a schedule in duplicate,

stating: The names of the plantations to which the slaves

belong; the names and residences of the owners or their

agents; the name, sex, age, occupation or calling, and religion
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of the slaves belonging to them, mentioning those who have

acquired the right to manumission, as well as those who have

been ranged by the competent Commission among such as are

suspected to be infectious from leprosy and elephantiasis. A

voucher for the delivery of the said schedule will be given to

the person who delivers it.

6. If the owners or their agents neglect to deliver the

schedule mentioned in Article 5, within the term specified, it

will be made out on behalf of the Government, and the cost

thereof will be charged to the defaulters.

7. The schedules mentioned in the two foregoing Articles

will within a short term, to be fixed by the Governor of

Surinam, be compared on behalf of the Government of the

slaves who are present, as far as necessary, with the registers.

8. The compensation for slaves, whether they belong to

plantations and estates, or are acknowledged as private slaves,

and without distinction as to age or sex, will be fixed at

300 florins per head ; for such as have acquired the right to

manumission at 60 florins per head.

9. For the compensation no account is taken of slaves who

by reason of infection are or may be expelled from the commu

nity. With regard to those who, according to the rules of

the publication of the 7th September, 1830, are, or on occasion

of the verification mentioned in Article 7 may be afterwards,

declared to be liable to suspicion as infected with a disease

thereby indicated, the decision respecting the grant of indem

nity will be suspended. The compensation will not be

granted if the sufferer be not declared healthy within a year

after the promulgation of this Law in the Colony of Surinam,

by the Commission mentioned in Article 9 of the aforesaid

publication ;

(b.) Slaves who have run away or are missing for more

than a month before the day of verification mentioned in

Article 7 ;

(c.) Slaves sentenced to forced labour, whose period of

Junishment has not ended within four years from the 1st of

uly, 1863 ;

(<£.) Children who have been born of female slaves after the

promulgation of this Law in Surinam.

10. The compensation includes not only the person of the

slave, but also his clothes, small animals and birds, and all

movable goods, which according to colonial custom are con

sidered as belonging to him separately.

These goods will be his property.

11. In concurrence with the declaratory schedules, verified

according to Article 7, a statement of the compensation to be

granted is to be made out, which during 30 days after the

expiration of the period mentioned in the aforesaid Article is to
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be deposited with the Government Secretary for the inspection

of those concerned.

12. If the owners or their agents should not be able to

agree to the statement, they will be at liberty, within 14

days from the term fixed in the preceding Article, to send in an

answer to the Government Secretary through his attendant,

mentioning the grounds of complaint.

13. Within 14 days of sending in the answer it is to be

brought by summons, or it will be disregarded, before the next

sitting of the Court of the Colony of Surinam.

On the day of the hearing, the matter is to be discussed

verbally on both sides without the assistance of lawyers, and

without written decisions.

The Court will pass sentence very soon after, unless a

further inquiry be ordered, for which the time must be fixed.

The sentence is not subject to appeal to a higher authority.

14. The compensation mentioned in Article 8 will be paid

to the owner or liis agent within three months after the

abolition of slavery.

The payment will be made in florins by bills of exchange

drawn by tlie Governor on the Colonial Minister, and payable

one month after sight at the Netherlands Bank, Amsterdam,

or if required, and the Governor is of opinion that the

Colonial Treasury has sufficient funds at Paramaribo, in lawful

money.

15. In case of disputes about the ownership of slaves, or if

third persons claim the amount of the indemnity or a part

thereof, the payment of the whole will be deferred until the

parties agree, or the dispute is settled by final award.

16. The right to the compensation fixed in virtue of this

Law will be forfeited in regard to the sums which are not

demanded within four years after the abolition of slavery.

17. The statements, declarations, receipts, and other

administrative documents which are required in consequence

of the provisions in this Law are not liable to stamp duty.

CHAPTER III.—Of the Special Supervision by the State.

18. The special supervision of the freedmen by the State

will be entrusted to paid officers, whose sphere of operation

and authority will be regulated by general ordinance.

The officers must have nothing to do with the management

of plantations, nor any pecumary interests hi undertakings in

Surinam.

19. The State supervision is intended for the protection of

those who are made free by this Law and to promote their

domestic and social life :—

By the prevention of idleness, and regulating the liability to

labour ;
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By the encouragement of scholastic and religious instruc

tion ;

By prescribing the means for the relief of the indigent and

the tendance of the sick ;

And, in general, by adopting measures that are necessary

for the interests of the freedmen and of public order.

20. The Governor of Surinam is authorized to release from

State supervision those who distinguish themselves by good

behaviour and industry.

Chapter IV.—Of the Freedmen.

21. The slaves who are to be made free are to adopt a

family name, under which they will be inscribed as far as

possible, in families, in the registers prepared for the purpose.

A voucher of the inscription will be delivered, stating the

number of the inscription, the name and surname, and the date

of birth or presumed age.

The Governor of the Colony will take care that the inscrip

tion be made at the abolition of slavery.

22. The ordinary civil and criminal law is applicable to the

freedmen, with such exceptions as tho State supervision neces

sarily makes while they are under it.

23. The freedmen will be considered as inhabitants of the

Colony.

They will not come into full enjoyment of civil rights until

the abolition of the State supervision, and on fulfilment of the

provisions on that behalf.

24. All who are under the special State supervision are

liable to fixed labour in accordance with the following pro

visions :—

(A.) For those who are settled on plantations or estates, or

have \isually worked thereon :—

§ 1. That all who are of the age of from 15 years inclusive

to 60 years inclusive are bound to enter into engagements with

planters or agricultural contractors, at their choice, for plan

tation work ;

§ 2. That such engagements shall be entered into in

presence of the officer mentioned in Article 18, and according

to the regulations to be established on that behalf, for not less

than one nor more than three years ;

§ 3. That the Governor shall be authorized, in so far as he

may consider it necessary during the first two years of the

operation of this Law, to limit the choice of the freedmen in

entering into engagements to the district in which they are

settled on the 1st of July, 1863 ;

§ 4. That those who shall not have entered into engage

ments within three months from the abolition of slavery will be
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set to work by the Administration on Government plantations,

or in operations of general utility ;

§ 5. That those who are more than 60 years of age will

remain with the families to which they belong, the same as

children under 15, who in any case will follow their mothers ;

§ 6. That the old people and children mentioned in the fore

going paragraph will be bound, according to their strength and

ability, to give their services, at settled wages, to the tenant or

planter with whom the head of the family or the mother of the

children shall have made the engagement.

(B). For those who are not settled on plantations or estates,

or who have not usually worked thereon :—

§ 1. That they, the same as those who have been planta

tion slaves, who are of the age of from 15 years inclusive to

60 years inclusive, are bound to enter into engagements for

work or service with persons of their choice ;

§ 2. That such engagements shall be entered into in presence

of the officer mentioned in Article 18, and according to the

regulations to be established in that behalf, for not less than

three months and not more than a year for work or service

in the town; if they engage themselves for plantation work,

the provisions of §§ 2, 5, and 6 of the sub-section (A) will be

applicable to them ;

§ 3. That to those who are able to show to the satisfaction

of the said officer that they can follow any handicraft, trade, or

calling, to provide for their own wants and those of their

family, a licence shall be granted on payment of the licence-

duty levied by the general colonial regulations on the pursuit

of any handicraft, trade, or calling, and this licence shall be

renewed in writing every year ;

§ 4. That those who have not entered into any engagements

within three months from the abolition of slavery, and those

who, in virtue of their licence to provide for themselves, do not

follow some handicraft, trade, or calling, shall be set to work by

the Administration on the Government plantations, according

to their strength and habits, or be employed in operations of

general utility ;

§ 5. That those who are more than 60 years of age and

children of from 12 to 15 years, shall do light work in propor

tion to their strength and ability ;

§ 6. That children up to and including 12 years of age shall

not be separated from their mothers, whilst children of from 12

to 15 years of age may work apart from their mothers.

CHAPTER V.—General Provisions.

25. Religious service and education will be encouraged by

the State and supported as far as possible.

26. The possession and wearing of arms by the field and
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plantation labourers under Government supervision, and those

who are to be introduced under this Law, can only be allowed

in special circumstances.

27. With the exception of penal servitude all work on the

Government plantations and in operations of general utility

will be paid for ; the wages as well as the work itself will be

regulated by Government tariff.

The rates of the said tariff will also apply to plantation

work for other persons, in case no different conditions have

been made by agreement.

A working day is reckoned at eight hours' labour in the

field and 10 hours' labour in buildings ; and the working year at

300 working days.

28. If volunteers cannot be obtained for military and other

transports for the public service or for works of general utility,

at reasonable wages, the Administration is authorized to call for

all those under Government supervision who are from 1 5 to 60

years of age, as well as all other field and plantation labourers.

29. Idleness and vagrancy will be liable to punishment

under the existing regulations, and those that may be enacted.

30. The owners will be bound, for at most three months

from the abolition of slavery, to afford lodging for those who

were their slaves, and have not been able to provide it for them

selves. They may, however, escape this liability by paying the

costs of lodging elsewhere to the satisfaction of the officer who

is entrusted with the supervision.

On the other hand the freedmen will be bound to do at

least four days' work a week for those with whom they live.

31. Setting to work or lodging those who are under Govern

ment supervision, without a lawful engagement, will be liable

to fine, recoverable by imprisonment, according to the regula

tions which are to be made.

32. Care will be taken by the Administration that those who

are sick while under Government superintendence shall have

medical help and care ; on the plantations, by issuing ordinances

for regulating the liability of the tenants to provide proper

places for the sick and the necessary medical treatment ; and

elsewhere, by establishing hospitals where necessary.

Those who are excluded from the community in virtue of

existing regulations, on account of infectious diseases, will be

permanently attended in establishments appointed for the pur

pose, at the cost of the colonies.

33. Those who employ people under State supervision are

bound to provide proper dwellings for them and their families,

and also to grant them the necessary ground to raise food for

their own use ; all in accordance with regulations to be made.

34. The freedmen who are not set to work on plantations

provide themselves with lodging and medical attendance on
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their own account, both for themselves and their family, unless

otherwise settled in the agreement for work or service.

35. The Administration undertakes, as far as necessary, to

look after the lodging and maintenance of unprovided and

other indigent persons.

To meet the outlay required for this, the freedmen who

enter into engagements within the term, all field and plantation

labourers, and those who have licences according to Article

24 (B), § 3, will be liable to a tax of 3 florins for men and 1-50

florin for women.

This taxation is to be paid into the Treasury of the country

by the farmers at the beginning of the year, and in the course

of the year will be stopped by them from the wages of the

labourers ; by those who have licences and other independent

persons, it is to be paid on delivery of the voucher mentioned

in the aforesaid § 3.

36. The penalties for not fulfilling the engagements are :—

For the farmers, fines to be enforced by imprisonment, with

or without cancelling the engagement; in the first case with

compensation if there be grounds ;

For the labourers,—

(a.) Fines, and if not paid reduction of wages ;

(b.) Penal servitude on the public works.

All in conformity with the regulations to be made, which

will point out the competent Magistrates and the manner of

proceeding.

37. The Governor of Surinam retains the faculty of con

ducting the government of the Colony of Surinam in extra

ordinary circumstances, as conferred upon him. by Royal Decree

of 9th August, 1832, No. 89.

38. Expenses occasioned by this Law are not to be incurred

unless the sums required are granted by law.

39. Every year, beginning from 1863, our Minister for the

Colonies is to send in a report to the States-General respecting

the execution of this Law.

We direct and command that these presents be inserted in

the State Journal, and that all Ministerial Departments, autho

rities, boards, and officers concerned therein shall attend to the

exact fultilmeut thereof.

Wiesbaden, August 8, 1862.

William.

G. H. UhlfA'BECK, Minister of the Colonie*.
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LAW of the Netherlands, for the Abolition of Slavery in the

Island of Curacao and Dependencies. Wiesbaden, August 8,

1862.

(Translation.)

We, William III, by the grace of God King of the Nether

lands, Prince of Orange-Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxemburg,

&c, to all who shall read this or hear it read, greeting, take

notice :

Whereas -we have taken into consideration that the well-

understood interest of the Colony of Curacao and Dependencies

requires the abolition of slavery, so we, with the advice of the

Council of State, and with jomt concurrence of the States-

General, have thought fit to enact, and hereby do enact, as

follows :—

CHAPTER I.—General Principles.

Art. 1. Slavery in the Colony of Curacao and Dependencies,

Bonaire, Aruba, St. Eustace, Saba, and St. Martin (Dutch part),

shall be abolished on the 1st of July, 1863.

2. Compensation shall be allowed to the owners of slaves on

account of the abolition of slavery.

CHAPTER II.—The Compensation.

3. Within 30 days from the promulgation of this Law in

each of the islands, the owners of slaves or their agents shall

deliver to the Colonial Secretary in Curacao, and in the other

islands to the Administrator, a schedule in duplicate, stating :—

The names of the plantations to which the slaves belong ;

The names of the residences of the owners or their agents ;

The names, sex, age, occupation or calling, and religion of

the slaves belonging to them, with a statement of those who

have acquired the right to manumission.

A voucher for the delivery of this schedule will be given to

him who delivers it.

4. If the owners or their agents neglect to send in the

schedule mentioned in Article 3, it will be made out on behalf

of the Government, and the costs thereby incurred will be

charged to the account of the defaulters.

5. The schedules mentioned in the two preceding Articles

will within a short term, to be fixed by the Governor in Curacao,

and by the Administrators in the other islands, be compared on

behalf of the Government with the slaves who are present, and,

so far as is necessary, with the registers.

6. The compensation for the slaves, without distinction of

age or sex, will be fixed as follows :—

(a.) For those in Curacao, Bonaire, Aruba, St. Eustace, and

Saba, 200 florins each ;
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(b.) For those in St. Martin, 30 florins ;

(c.) For those who have acquired right to manumission :—

For those under (a), 50 florins ;

For those under (b), nothing.

7. Compensation will not be given for—

(a.) Slaves who are excluded from the community on account

of infection. With regard to those who, by decision of a Com

mission of three phj-sicians to be nominated by the Governor,

have been declared as suspected of the diseases of leprosy and

elephantiasis, the award of a compensation will be suspended,

and will not be granted unless the sufferers be declared healthy

by the Commission within the year from the promulgation of

this Law in the various islands ;

{(>.) Slaves who have run away, or been missing for more

than a month before the day of the verification mentioned in

Article 5.

(c.) Slaves condemned to penal servitude, whose term of

punishment has not expired within four years after the 1st July,

1863.

(d.) Children born of female slaves after the promulgation of

this Law in the various islands.

8. The compensation extends, not only to the person of the

slave, but also to his clothes, small animals and birds, which,

according to colonial custom, are considered to belong to him

separately. These goods will be his property.

9. In conformity with the schedules verified according to

Article 5, a statement of the compensation to be granted wiil be

made out, and, during 30 days from the expiration of the term

mentioned in the aforesaid Article, will be deposited at the

Colonial Secretary's office in Curasao, and in the other islands

at the Administrator's office, for the inspection of those con

cerned.

10. If the owners or their agents cannot agree with the

statement, they will be at liberty, within 14 days from the term

fixed in the foregoing Article, to send iu an answer through the

Assistant at the Colonial Secretary's office in Curasao, and at

the Administrator's office in the other islands, stating the

ground of complaint.

11. Within 14 days from sending the answer, or it will not

be attended to, the sender must bring it by summons before the

respective Court at its next sitting—for Curacao, Bonaire, and

Aruba, before the Court in the first-mentioned island; for

St. Eustace and Saba, before the Court in St. Eustace ; and for

St. Martin before the Court there.

At the time of hearing, the case is to be discussed verbally

on both sides without the assistance of lawyers and without

written decision.

The Court will pass sentence as soon as possible, unless a
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further examination be ordered, for which the time must

be fixed. The sentence of the Court will not be liable to

appeal.

12. The compensation mentioned in Article 6 will be paid to

the owner or his agent in each of the respective islands within

three months from the abolition of slavery.

The payment will be made in bills of exchange for florins,

drawn by the Governor of Curacao and dependencies lor

Curacao, Bonaire, and Aruba, by the Administrator of St.

Eustace for that Island, and for Saba and for St. Martin by the

Administrator there, on the Colonial Minister, and payable a

month after sight at the Netherlands Bank, Amsterdam, or, if

so required and in the opinion of the aforesaid Governor and

Administrators the Treasury is competent, in each of the islands

in lawful currency.

13. In the case of disputes concerning the ownership of

slaves, or if third persons claim the amount of the compensation

or a part thereof, the payment of the whole will be withheld

until the parties agree or the dispute is settled by final award.

14. The right to the compensation granted in virtue of this

Law will be forfeited in regard to the sums not demanded

within four years from the abolition of slavery.

15. The statements, declarations, and other administrative

documents required in consequence of the provisions of this

Law are not liable to stamp duty.

Chapter III.—Of the Freedmen.

1(5. The slaves who are to be made free will take a family

name under which they will be entered by families, as far as

possible, in the registers for the purpose.

A voucher of the registration will be given, stating the

number of the entry, the name and surname, and the date of

birth or presumed age. The Governor in Curacao and the

Administrators in the other islands will take care that the

registration be effected at the time of the abolition of slavery.

17. The ordinary civil and criminal law is applicable to the

freedmen.

18. The freedmen will be considered as inhabitants of the

Colony. They will enjoy the special protection of the Adminis

tration.

CHAPTER IV.—General Provisions.

19. Religious service and school instruction will be en

couraged, and, as far as possible, supported by the State.

20. Freedmen will not be allowed to possess and wear arms

except under special circumstances.

21. Idleness and vagrancy will be liable to punishment

according to general regulations to be established.
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22. The owners will still have to afford lodgings for those

who have been their slaves and have been unable to provide

them for themselves for three months after the abolition of

slavery; but the farmers can escape this liability by paying

the cost of lodging elsewhere, to the satisfaction of the Adminis

tration.

On the other hand the freedmen are bound to do at least

four days' work a week for those with whom they live.

23. The Administration undertakes, as far as necessary, the

lodging and maintenance of unprovided and other indigent

persons.

24. The Governor of Curacao retains in pressing circum

stances the right conferred upon him in Article 63 of the Regu

lations for conducting the government of the Colony of Curacao

and Dependencies, confirmed by Royal Decree of 27th January,

1848, No. 51.

25. Expenditure required by this Law is not to be incurred

unless the money for it has been granted by law.

26. Within a year, reckoned from the 31st of July, 1863,

our Minister for the Colonies will send in a report to the States-

General on the execution of the present Law.

We direct and command that this be inserted in the State

Journal, and that all Ministerial Departments, authorities,

boards, and officers whom it concerns shall look to the exact

fulfilment thereof.

Wiesbaden, August 8, 1862.

William.

G. H. llHLENBECK, Minister of the Colonies.

AGREEMENT between the Governors of the British and Butch

Settlements on the Gold Coast, for the Surrender of Criminals,

Deserters, Debtors, and Runaway Slaves. c°" Auqusl 28,

1862.

(English Agreement.)

LEAGUE between the English and Dutch Governments.

Whereas the league and friendship existing between the

Dutch and English Governments on the Gold Coast in Western

Africa should be promoted as much as possible :

Whereas every obstacle to the continuance of that league

and friendship woidd be detrimental to public and private

interests, and ought by all means to be removed : And whereas

the harbouring or keeping of malefactors wittingly in the terri

tory under the protection of either flag causes unnecessary

alexp
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