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States at least 5 years previous to the commencement of such

prosecution, or was not brought in , holden , or purchased, or

otherwise disposed of, contrary to the provisions of this Act ;

and in failure thereof, the said defendant or defendants shall

be adjudged guilty of the offence of which he or they may

stand accused .

IX . And be it further enacted , that any prosecution , infor

mation , or action , may be sustained, for any offence under this

Act, at any time within 5 years after such offence shall have

been committed, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

X . And be it further enacted , that the first 6 sections of

the Act to which this is in addition, shall be and the same are

hereby repealed : provided, that all offences committed under

the said sections of the Act aforesaid , before the passing of

this Act, shall be prosecuted and punished, and any forfeitures

which have been incurred under the same, shall be recovered

and distributed, as if this Act had not been passed .

ACT of Congress “ in addition to the Acts prohibiting the Slave

Trade.” Approved 3rd March, 1819.

Sect. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem

bled, that the President of The United States be, and he is

hereby authorized, whenever he shall deem it expedient to

cause any of the armed vessels of The United States to be

employed to cruise on any of the coasts of The United States,

or territories thereof, or of the coast of Africa , or elsewhere,

when he may judge attempts may be made to carry on the

Slave Trade by citizens or residents of The United States, in

contravention of the Acts of Congress prohibiting the same,

and to instruct and direct the commanders of all armed vessels

of The United States, to seize , take, and bring into any port

of The United States, all ships or vessels of The United States ,

wheresoever found, which may have taken on board, or which

may be intended for the purpose of taking on board , or of

transporting, or may have transported, any negro , mulatto, or

person of colour, in violation of any of the provisions of the

Act, intituled, “ An Act in addition to an Act to prohibit the
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importation of slaves into any port or place within the juris

diction of The United States, from and after the 1st day of

January , in the year of our Lord , 1808, and to repeal certain

parts of the same,” or of any other Act or Acts prohibiting the

traffic in slaves, to be proceeded against according to law : and

the proceeds of all ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and

furniture, and the goods and effects on board of them ,which

shall be so seized, prosecuted , and condemned, shall be divided

equally between The United States and the officers and men

who shall seize, take, or bring, the same into port for con

demnation, whether such seizure be made by an armed vessel

of The United States or revenue cutter thereof : and the same

shall be distributed in like manner as is provided by law for

the distribution of prizes taken from an enemy : provided, that

the officers and men, to be entitled to one half of the proceeds

aforesaid , shall safe keep every negro, mulatto , or person of

colour, found on board of any ship or vessel so seized , taken ,

or brought into port, for condemnation, and shall deliver every

such negro, mulatto , or person of colour, to the marshal of

the district into which they are brought, if into a port of The

United States, or, if elsewhere, to such person or persons as

shall be lawfully appointed by the President of The United

States, in the manner hereinafter directed , transmitting to the

President of The United States, as soon as may be after such

delivery, a descriptive list of such negroes, mulattoes, or per

sons of colour, that he may give directions for the disposal of

them . And provided further , that the commanders of such

commissioned vessels, do cause to be apprehended , and taken

into custody, every person found on board of such vessel, so

seized and taken , being of the officers or crew thereof, and him

or them convey, as soon as conveniently may be, to the civil

authority of The United States, to be proceeded against , in due

course of law , in some of the districts thereof.

II. And be it further enacted , that the President of The

United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to make such

regulations and arrangements, as he may deem expedient for

the safe keeping, support, and removal beyond the limits of

The United States, of all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons

of colour, as may be so delivered and brought within their
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jurisdiction ; and to appoint a proper person or persons, residing

upon the coast of Africa, as agent or agents for receiving the

negroes,mulattoes ,or persons of colour, delivered from on board

vessels, seized in the prosecution of the Slave Trade, by com

manders of The United States' armed vessels.

III. And be it further enacted, that a bounty of 25 dollars

be paid to the officers and crews of the commissioned vessels of

The United States,or revenue cutters, for each and every negro ,

mulatto , or person of colour, who shall have been , as herein

before provided,delivered to the marshaloragent duly appointed

to receive them ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby

authorized and required to pay, or cause to be paid , to such

officers and crews, or their agent, the aforesaid bounty, for each

person delivered as aforesaid .

IV . And be it further enacted, that when any citizen , or

other person, shall lodge information , with the attorney for the

district of any state or territory , as the case may be, that any

negro ,mulatto, or person of colour, has been imported therein ,

contrary to the provisions of the Acts in such case made and

provided, it shall be the duty of the said attorney forthwith to

commence a prosecution, by information ; and process shall

issue against the person charged with holding such negro ,

negroes, mulatto , mulattoes, person or persons of colour, so

alleged to be imported contrary to the provisions of the Acts

aforesaid : And if, upon the return of the process executed, it

shall be ascertained, by the verdict of a jury, that such negro,

negroes, mulatto ,mulattoes, person or persons of colour, have

been brought in , contrary to the true intent and meaning of the

Acts in such cases made and provided , then the Court shall

direct the marshal of the said district to take the said negroes,

mulattoes, or persons of colour, into his custody, for safe

keeping, subject to the orders of the President of The United

States ; and the informer or informers, who shall have lodged

the information , shall be entitled to receive, over and above the

portion of the penalties accruing to him or them by the pro

visions of the Acts in such case made and provided , a bounty

of 50 dollars for each and every negro ,mulatto , or person of

colour , who shall have been delivered into the custody of the

marshal ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby autho
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rized and required to pay, or cause to be paid , the aforesaid

bounty , upon the certificate of the clerk of the Court for the

district where the prosecution may have been had, with the

seal of office thereto annexed, stating the number of negroes ,

mulattoes, or persons of colour, so delivered.

V . And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the

commander of any armed vessel of The United States,whenever

he shall make any capture under the provisions of this Act , to

bring the vessel and her cargo, for adjudication , into some of

the ports of the state or territory to which such vessel so cap

tured, shall belong , if he can ascertain the same; if not, then to

be sent into any convenient port of The United States.

VI. And be it further enacted, that all such Acts, or parts

of Acts, as may be repugnant to the provisions of this Act,shall

be, and the same are hereby, repealed .

VII . And be it further enacted , that a sum not exceeding

100,000 dollars, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to

carry this law into effect.

ACT of Congress, “ to continue in force ' An Act to protect the

Commerce of The United States, and punish the Crime of

Piracy, and also to make further provision for punishing the

Crime of Piracy." " Approved 15th May, 1820.

Sect. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem

bled, that the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th sections of an Act, entitled,

“ An Act to protect the commerce of The United States and

punish the crime of Piracy," passed on the 3d day of March,

1819, be, and the same are hereby, continued in force, from the

passing of this Act for the term of 2 years, and from thence to

the end of the next Session of Congress, and no longer.

II. And be it further enacted , that the 5th section * of the

* Sect. 5 of Act, approved 3d March , 1819 .- And be it further enacted , that

ifany person or persons whatsoever, shall, on the high seas, commit the crime

of piracy, as defined by the law of nations, and such offender or offenders shall

afterwards be brought into , or found in , The United States, every such offender

or offenders shall, upon conviction thereof, before the Circuit Court of The

United States for the district into which lie or they may be brought, or in

which he or they shall be found, be punished with death .
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